M.D., F.-K.U.S.JS.
In retiring from tlie honourable position of President, to which, by your suffrages, I was elevated a couple of years ago, allow me again to thank you for the very great honour you conferred upon me on that occasion, as well as for all your subsequent kindness.
To preside over such a body as the Obstetrical Society of Edinburgh is an honour of which any one may well be proud, especially when we consider the eminent individuals who have occupied the position ; and I shall ever retain a grateful recollection of your kindness in calling me to do so. At the same time I am well aware that it was not owing to any special services rendered by me to the obstetrical art or to the Society, as so many of my predecessors have done, but mainly, I believe, to the fact that I am one of the oldest members of the Society, and have always taken a deep interest in its prosperity. And 
